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13. MORNING AND EVENING BIRD CALLS 

The following' observations on the succession of bird calls at dawn 

and dusk were taken on May 7, August 2 and 3, 1951. They were 

recorded in the Forest Office compound at Ranchi. This compound 
is about 26 yeais old. Both larg'e and small trees occur, some of 
them being- very old. Hedg’es, bushes, seasonal flowers, and open 
spaces wfith g-rass are all intermixed. Sometimes rare birds are met 
as winter visitors wffiich are not found in any other compound in the 
neighbourhood. My conclusions are not definite, but generally it may 
be said that at the commencement of the breeding season in May, 
the Black Drongo starts calling earliest; whereas when young birds 

are about, the crows and mynas are the earliest risers. The end of 

calling is even more indefinite in the evening, but it w’ould appear 
that the drongo, crow^ and the mynas are the last to call before re¬ 
tiring. Of course, in moonlight, the Koel keeps up its chatter intei- 
mittently throughout the night; wffiilst the Spotted Owdet is ixlso 
generally vocal at all hours of the night. 


May 7 , lOol. 


4.05 a.m 

4-07 M 

4.08 ,, 

4.09 ,, 

4.II ,, 

413 M 
4-15 M 
4.16 ,, 

4.40 ,, 

4-41 
4-42 
4-43 M 
4-45 M 
4.46 ,, 

4-48 


4-49 
4-50 ,, 
4-51 n 

4'D2 >) 


Soft calls of Black Drongo (Dicrunis maci'ocercus). 
Second drongo joined in from the western side. 

The Koel [Eudyiuimis scolopaceiis) followed. 

The second Koel joined in. 

Two drongos and Koels. 

Another drongo from a different quarter. 

Koels and drongos at a high pitch, from all directions.. 
A lull. 

Drongos and Koels. 

Koel, House Crow^ (Corvns splendeus). 

Koel, crowq Dhayal [Copsychiis saidaris) in low pitch.. 
Dhayal, Koel, Common Myna, (Sturmis trisfis). 

Second myna took part; Dhayal in full song; Koel. . 
Black-headed Oriole (Oriolus xmdhoriiiis) joined In.. 
Second Black-headed Oriole from a different quarter 
joined in; Dhayal, 2 Night Herons {Nyciicorax 
nycticorcix) passing the compound and calling. 
Dhayal, myna. Red-vented Bulbul {Pyoioiiotus cafer). 
Second bulbul joined in; Myna, Crowq Koel. 

Bulbul, myna, Koeh drongo, Dhayal, all at a high 
pitch. 

Spotted Owlet {Athene hrama)^ Pied Myna {Siiiniu^^ 
contra)y Common Myna, bulbul. 
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4-53 


4-54 


4*55 

4.56 

4-57 

4 - 5 « 


4*59 

5.00 

5.01 

5*03 

5-04 

5-05 

5.06 

5 - 0 / 

5.08 

5-09 

5-12 

5-13 

5-14 

5-15 

5.16 

517 

5-19 

5.20 

5.21 
5-22 

5-23 

5-24 

5*25 

5*27 

5.28 

5-29 

5-31 

5-32 

5-33 


a.m. Tonk-tonk ol' Crimson-breasted Barbet {MegiiUnuui 

li(ie}}iacepliala ); Drongo. 

,, White-eye (Zoslerops palpehrosa); Pied Mynas, Com¬ 
mon Mynas, Koel, barbet, Baya {FJoceus pliilippimis), 
,, Barbet, Pied Myna, Myna. 

,, Pied Myna, barbet, Koel, Dhayal. 

,, Pied,Mynas, White-eyes, Dhayal. 

,, Crows, Yellow-cheeked Tits [Parns xtuithogenys), 

Dhayal, Spotted Dove [Streptopelia cliijioisis), Night 
Heron. 

,, Another dove from the west. 

,, Another dove from the east; Yellow-cheeked Tits, 

barbets. 

,, All doves tog-ether, myna, Koel, barbet. 

,, Koel, bulbul, myna, tits. 

,, Crow, drongo, dove. 

,, House Sparrow {Passey domesficus)^ crow, bulbul. 

,, Sparrow, dove, and bulbul. 

,, Grev Shrike {Lajiius cxcuhitor)^ occasionally calling*. 

,, Bulbul, dove, Baya, myna. 

,, Pariah Kile (Mih'us niigya}is) gave a few screams. 

,, Baya, dove, Koel, myna. 

,, Two owlets chuckling together. 

,, Bulbul, Pied Myna, Common Myna at high pitch. 

,, Drongo started calling again. 

,, Two drongos together, two owlets, Baya. 

,, Bulbul, Koel, Pied Myna, Common Myna. 

,, Small Mini vets {Pericrocotus pcrcgriiius) calling*. 

,, Dhayal. 

,, Barbet, drongo, dove. 

,, A lull. 

,, One Laggar Falcon {P'aJco jugger) taking- short flight 

but not calling. 

,, Dove, Koel, myna. 

,, Doves, orioles, Dhayal. 

,, Bulbul, Pied Myna, sparrow, Baya. 

,, Koel, dove, Baya. 

,, Dove tits. 

,, C)wlets, Marhatta Woodpeckers, {Doidrocapus 
nioliralle}isis)y 
,, Drongo, tits, myna. 

,, Pied Myna, Common Myna, Koel, bulbul, dove, con¬ 

tinuing*. 


The morning was cloudy, and a light westerly breeze was blowing, 
d'he ground was wet due to heavy rain the previous night. Sunrise, 
about 5.33 a.m.; temperature: maximum, 103F; minimum, 75°F. 


Evening Observations; sunset at 6.23 p.m. 

6.24 p.m. Pied Myna, myna, dove, Koel. 

6.25 ,, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 

6.27 ,, Drongo, tits. 
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6.28 

p.in. 

Rose-ring'ed Parakeet [Psitidcula kranieri), making a 
lot of noise on a mang'o tree. 

6.30 

y y 

Drongo, Koel, parakeets. 

6.31 

y y 

Myna; Dhayal singing softly. 

6.32 

y y 

Pied Mvnas, several together. 

6-33 

y y 

A lull. 

6-35 

y y 

Bulbul, drongo, myna. 

6.36 

y y 

Owlets, bulbul, drongo. 

6-39 

y y 

Drongo, bulbul, myna. 

6.40 

y y 

Barbet, Pied Myna, Common Myna, Koel. 

6.41 

y y 

Plaintive of Dhaval; Koel, crow. 

6-43 

y y 

A lull. 

6.44 

y ? 

Owlets, House Swift (Apus ajj'uiis). 

^’•45 

1 y 

Second owlet joined in; drongo. 

6.47 

y < 

Pied Myna, Koel, drongo, crow. 

6.48 

y y 

Drongo, Koel, crow. 

6.49 

y y 

A lull. 

6.51 

y y 

Drongo, owlet, Koel. 

6.52 

y y 

Koels at high pitch. 

^^•53 

j, 

Drongos, Koels. 

^^•55 

') 

Koel, myna. 

6.56 

y y 

Swee-ec and Chr-r of a Dhayal. 

^•57 

y y 

' Drongo, myna. 

6.58 

y y 

Drongo, koel. 

^^•59 

y y 

Koel, drongo, continuing. 

7.00 

y y 

Perfect silence prevails after the day’s hard struggle 
for food, nest building, etc. All fast asleep. 

ufyiist 

0 

} 

79 o 7 . 

5.00 

n . m . 

House Crow. 

3.02 

y y 

Myna. 

5-03 

y y 

Second crow and myna join in. 

5-03 

y y 

Pied Mynas join the Common Mynas. 

3.06 

y y 

Pied Mvnas, Common Mynas, crows. 

5 - 0 / 

y y 

A lull. 

3. TO 

y y 

Koels from different directions. 

5 -T 2 

y y 

Pied Mynas, Common Mynas, owlet. 

5-14 

y y 

Second ov/let joined in. Pied Mynas, Common Mynas^ 
crows. 

5 -T 5 

^ y 

Bulbul, mynas. 

3.16 

y y 

Second bulbul came in. 

5-17 

y y 

■ Bulbul, mynas. 

3.18 

y y 

All silent. 

3.26 

y y 

Crow, Koel. 

5-27 

y y 

Another crow from the west. 

5.28 

y y 

Another crow from the east. 

5-^9 

y y 

All crows together, Koels. 

5-30 

,, 

Tits, dove. Pied Myna. 

5-31 

,, 

Second dove, tit, bulbuls. 

5-32 

, , 

Another tit joined; doves, bulbuls 

vS-33 

, , 

Four doves in chorus; Koel. 
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5*34 

a.m. 

A lull. 

5-40 

j ^ 

Soft call of a Dhayal. 

542 

> y 

Doves, tits, bulbuls. 

5-43 

y y 

Doves, tits, and koels at high pitch. 

5-44 

y y 

Crows, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 

5-46 

y y 

Koels, crows, mynas. 

5-50 

y y 

Small party of White-eyes hunting among'st the foliage 
of a Toon [CedreJa toona) tree, and uttering jingling 
notes all ihe time. 

5*51 

y y 

Pied Mynas, Common Mynas, bulbul. White-eye. 

Two Night Herons were going to their roosting 
grounds and /e‘ieaa/e-ing all the time; Dhayal. 

5-53 

y y 

5*54 

y y 

Koel, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 


y y 

A drongo whistling from the north; doves. 

5-57 

y y 

Doves, crows, Koels. 

5-58 

y y 

Another drong'o from the east. Pied Mynas, doves- 

6.00 

y y 

White-eyes, mynas, doves. 

6.03 

y y 

Small Mini vets, doves. 

6.04 

y y 

A lull. 

6.08 

y y 

Doves, crow. Pied Mynas, Common Mynas, bulbuE 

6.09 

y y 

Crows, mynas, doves. 

6.10 

y y 

Doves, mynas, kite, and a Scavenger Vulture 
{Neophron percnopienis) flying about but not calling. 

6.II 

y » 

Two voung Koels making a noise while being fed by 
a crow. 

6.12 

y y 

Young Koels, barbet, bulbul. __ 

6.13 

,, 

A lull. 

6.16 

yy 

Barbet, crows. 

6 .t8 


Tits. 

6. ic) 

y y 

Mynas, bulbuls, tit. 

6.20 


Silence. 

6.28 

y y 

Parakeets. 

6.29 

y y 

Shahin Falcon {Fulco pereyyriniis perigrinator) flying 
low but not calling; Pied Mynas give alarm. 

6.30 

y y 

Parakeets, barbet, myna, bulbul, young Koel, TickelPs 
Flowerpecker [Dicaeiim eryihrorhynciiiim). 

6-33 

) y 

Small Spotted Eagle {Aqiiila pojnarina) sitting on a 
branch but not calling. 

6-34 

y y 

Mynas, doves, barbet. 


Sunrise approximately at 6.35 a.m. The morning' was very 
cloudy, and it was difficult to observe the exact instant at which the 
sun rose. There was no wind, and the morning' was very calm and 
motionless. 

Evening; sunset approximately at 6.25 p.m. 

6.26 p.m. Young Koels, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 

6.27 ,, Cattle Egret {Biihiilciis ibis), Pied Mynas, young 

Koels. 

6.28 ,, Pied Mynas, doves. 

6.29 ,, ICoel, Common Myna, young Pied Mynas. 

6.30 . ,’, Mynas, crow. 
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6.31 

p.m. 

Young Koel ; 4 crows together; Koel. 

6-33 

y y 

Young Koels, Koels, crows. 

6-34 

y y 

Pied Myna, Common Myna, Koel. 

6-33 

y y 

iMvnas. 

6-37 

y y 

Pied Mvnas, Common Mynas, crow. 

6.38 

,, 

A lull. 

6-39 

y • 

Barbet, Pied Myna. 

6.42 

,, 

Second barbet took part; Pied Mynas. 

6-43 

, , 

Two drongos, crows. 

6.44 

, , 

White-eyes, crows. 

6-43 

y y 

Drongo, barbet, crow. Pied Myna. 

6.46 

y y 

Owlet, drongo; Koel, two from different directions. 

6.47 

y y 

Another owlet, Shahin Falcon, young Koels. 

6.48 

y y 

A lull. 

6.50 

y y 

Young Koels, crows, Night Herons going to feed. 

6.51 

y y 

Complete silence. 

7.00 

y y 

Two Koels from north and south, owlet. 


Evening cloudy, still and hot. Sun not visible for the most part. 
Sunset observed with difficultv. 


August 3, 

1931, 


0 
1—1 

a.m. 

Myna. 


512 

) y 

Several mynas joined in. 


5-15 

y y 

Two Pied Mynas, Common Mynas, crow. 

5*21 

y y 

Several Pied Mynas, Common Mynas in 

chorus, crow. 

5.22 

y y 

Owlet, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 


5*23 

y y 

Second owlet from a different quarter. 

mynas. 

.5-25 

y y 

Pied Mynas. 


5-27 

y y 

Pied Mynas, Common Mynas, Crow. 


5-29 

y y 

Koel, Common Mynas, Pied Mynas. 


5-30 

y y 

Another Koel took part. 


5-32 

y y 

Two Koels together. Pied Mynas. 


5-34 

y y 

Third Koel from the north, crows. 


5-36 

y y 

Koel from the north, mynas. 


5-37 

y y 

Silence. 


5-50 

y y 

Crows, young Koels, Pied Mynas. 


5*51 

y y 

Crows, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 


5-53 

y y 

Crows, Koels, Pied Mynas, Common 

Mynas. 

5*54 

y y 

Two Night Herons called while passing 

the compound'.. 

5-56 

y y 

Two crows making noise while feeding 

young Koels.. 

5-57 

y y 

Koels, mynas. 


3.38 

y y 

Parakeet. 


6.00 

y y 

Bulbul. 


6.01 

y y 

Bulbul, Pied Mynas. 


6.03 

y y 

Bulbul, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 


6.04 

y y ■ 

Pied Mynas, Common Mynas Crow, \Vhite-eyes.- 

6.08 

y y 

Bulbul, crows, mynas. 
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6.09 a.m. 
6.10 ,, 

6.12 ,, 

6.13 M 
6.15 „ 

6.17 ,, 

6.18 ,, 

6.20 ,, 

6.21 ,, 

6.23 ,, 

6.24 ,, 

6.26 ,, 

6.27 ,, 

6.28 ,, 

6.29 ,, 

6.30 ,, 

6.31 M 


Dove. 

Dove, mynas. 

Young- Koels, dove, mynas. 

Parakeet, dove. 

Second dove joined in; crows. 

Flowerpeckers, dove, young- Koels. 

Barbet, doves. 

Bulbuls, barbet. 

White-eyes, dove. 

Mynas, dove, crow. 

Two Koels, crows, mynas. 

Doves, Koels, crows, Pied Mynas, Common Mvnas. 
Barbet, bulbul. 

Koels, Pied Mynas, C'ommon Mynas, crows. 

Two Doves, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas. 

Barbet, bulbul, young- Koels. 

Young Koels, crows, m3mas. 


Raining heavih^; time of sunrise not observed. 


Evening; sunset approximately 6.25 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. Mynas, barbet, young Pied Mynas. 

6.32 ,, Pied Mvnas, Common Mynas, barbet, young Koel. 

6.33 ,, Koel, barbet, Pied Mynas, nnnas. 

6.34 ,, M}mas, young Pied Mynas. 

6.35 ,, Young Pied M}nas, ^^oung Koel. 

6.36 ,, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas, dove. 

6.37 ,, Barbet, M^nas, Dove. 

6.38 ,, Pied Mynas, Common Mynas, barbet. 

6.39 ,, Manias, barbet. 

6.40 ,, Parakeet, House Swift, barbet, mynas. 

6.41 ,, Pled Mynas, Common Mynas, barbet, Koel from the 

west. 

0.42 ,, Koel, young Mynas, Mynas. 

6.44 ,, A lull. 

6.45 ,, Crow, young Koels., Koels. 

6.46 ,, Crows, 3^oung Koels, mynas. 

6.47 ,, I'wo drongos, dove, crows, young mynas. 

6.48 ,, Crows. 

6.49 ,, Drongo from the w^est; crows. 

6.50 ,, Silence. 

6.51 ,, Drongo, crow, young myna, owlet. 

6.52 ,, Two owlets together, mynas, crows. 

6.54 ,, Six Night Herons going to their feeding' grounds; 

crows, drongo. 

6.55 ,, Silence. 

The evening was clear and hot, but the sun was partly obscured, 
thus making time of sunset difficult to observe. 

Several birds visit this compound for breeding onl\9 e.g. Ba}-a and 
Sparrow, and are not seen thereafter. Others like the Grey Shrike 
and the oriole are more common in the cold weather, and the drongo 
comes only occasionally, mostly in the evening after the breeding 
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season. Ni^^ht Herons and C'attle Egrets do not live here, but only 
pass through, dhe Shahin Falcon and the woodpecker are irregular 
visitors. 

JAMAL ARA 


14. STRAY BIRD NOIKS FROM d lBIM' 

I have just returned i'rom what is, I fear, mv last trip in d ibet. 
1 visited Lhakhang Dzong which you will find on the 1 'ibet-Bhutan 
border where the Lhobrak river pierces the Himalaya. d’he existence 
of an opening in the Himalaya makes it possible for South Himala\an 
birds to enter Tibet and I am sure that if it ever becomes possible fo^ 
any observer to stay in that area, the number of Himalayan species 
recorded with a Tibetan distribution will be increased. 

rhe country for some 30-40 miles up the Lhobrak river in d'ibet 
has a mixed deciduous (mainly birch) and coniter forest and I found 
the following birds as far up as to within 4 miles of Se (d'se). 

Nutcracker. 'Phc Himalayan species hcnihpila. 

Bullfinch i^Pyrrliiila erytlirocepluihi). 

Himalayan Cole Tit (LoplioplKuies (iter aciiiodins), 

(ireen-backed Tit (Fanis niontii'oliis nioiificoJiis). 

Himalayan Goldcrest (Regiiliis regiilns himalnyensls). 

Red-flanked Bush Robin (lonttiia cyaniira rufdatn). 

These were all numerous. 

In the same area there were Snow Pigeons (Coliimha IciiconoUi) 
Blue-headed Redstarts (F. jrontalis) and Accentors [Friuiclla stroptiiaid). 
Also the same laughing thrush which is common on the Tibet side ol 
the Nathu La (which I think is Trochaloptei'oii affine ajjhic), a pipit, 
probably Richard’s, (AntPus yichanli) and the Himalayan Jungle Crov\ 
(Corviis iti. iiiteniiediiis). 

At the Pemaling Lshho (Lake) I saw a flock of over 30 Hodgson's 
(mandala. Ruby throats, a Laiscopiis which I took to be collaris iiipal- 
ciisis, Pniiielld atrogidaris, Bluethroat, Chaimarriiornis leiiCoceplinJa, 
also Ciiildenstadt’s Redstart and the Fastern Indian Redstart, a ('hat 
like the Indian Bush Chat but without an orange-red breast. 

I may add that in the deciduous conifer forest area I saw twice, 
but never distinctly, a dark blue bird with whitish sides which I 
thought might be Hodgson’s Shortwing. 

I And from my notes of past years that a bird I saw' in a valley oil 
the Brahmaputra near Samye and in other places, appears to be the 
Daiirian Redstart, and that there is a martin in many parts of Tibet 
which is neither the Crag Martin nor the Sand Martin but has a much 
shinier black on the wings and body and a conspicuously white rump. 
It looks like a House Martin but I do not think Ludlow' mentions this 
in his Bhutan list. 

C/O Cirindlay’s Bank, 

6, Church Lane, 

Calcittta, 
hAiveaihc}' 7, 1950. 


H. K. RICHARDSCX 


